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and customs of the German race were placed before the
dogmas of the Church, and moreover faith in race was to
precede the Christian faith.
This c confession' of Franz von Papen's, which in his
vanity he caused to be circulated everywhere, ran as
follows :
I confess myself a conservative Catholic, a German
federalist and I shall remain loyal to these convictions as
long as there is breath in my body. But I do not acknow-
ledge the decay that will thereby befall us. I
acknowledge the revival in the spirit of the German
conservatives. I assert the great upthrust of the German
nation, of which we are part. I see its deficiencies, its
passions, its faults. But as a constructive statesman I
must apply all my energies to bringing the best out of
this movement. This best is the hope that the Germans
will finally be freed from the appalling fetters of party.
If at the end of our labour, the domination of party
government, and with it internal disharmony, is not at
an end, then that labour will have been in vain. I am
not a party man ; it is purely the trust of our great Field-
Marshal which has brought me to the position in which
I stand to-day. And on this very account I feel myself
doubly bound to my task. This is, at this momentous
hour, to offer the hand of friendship to all forces which
are constructively inclined. I feel myself a trustee for
those unattached to parties, the politically homeless, who
are nauseated by what previously went under the name of
German politics. There is nothing more distressing than
investigation into who is a nationalist and who is not.
One should not judge one's own opinion by the measure
of community feelings ; the only true measure is the
degree of sacrifice for homeland and people of which the
individual German is capable. It would be blindness to
deny that the vast majority of the German nation acclaims
such a sacrifice to the community as a whole.
I can therefore hardly imagine the construction of a
new Reich otherwise than by the application of the
conservative forces of German Catholicism, with which
I feel myself particularly allied, I know how to estimate